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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims 2, 7 and f 0-22 without prejudice, without admission, without 
surrender of subject matter, and without any intention of creating any estoppel as to equivalents. 

Please amend the following claims without prejudice, without admission, without 
surrender of subject matter, and without any intention of creating any estoppel as to equivalents. 



. ( 1 . (Amended) An isolated or purified nucleic acid-molecule consisting of the nucleotide 
sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID NO: 1). ^ 



/4 



5. (Amended) A primer or probe^^^^jsiLspeGificanS^^ to the nucleic acid molecule of 

S^W-Vclaim 1 . 





Please add the foUowmg claims without prejudice, without admission, without surrender 
of subject matter, and without any intention of creatmg any estoppel as to equivalents. 

\y\ ;5p24r(New) An isolated or purified nucleic acid molecule consisting essentially of the 

nucleotide sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID NO: 1), and encoding a polypeptide having 
the enzymatic activity of CaEssl, 

^ ^SI^QsIqw) An isolated or purified nucleic acid molecule consisting of a nucleotide sequence 
having at least 97% homology to the nucleotide sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID NO: 1) 
and encoding a polypeptide having the enzymatic activity of CaEssl, wherein homology is 
calculated as (Nre/- Nrf,/)*100/Nre/, wherein N^/^ is the total number of non-identical residues in 
the two sequences when aligned and wherein N^^/is the number of residues in one of the 
sequences. 

^ 26. (New) An isolated or purified nucleic acid molecule consisting essentially of a nucleotide 
sequence having at least 97% homology to the nucleotide sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID 
NO: 1) and encoding a polypeptide having the enzymatic activity of CaEssl, wherein homology 
is calculated as (N^-e/- N^(/)*100/Nrc/, wherein N^,/ is the total number of non-identical residues in 
the two sequences when aligned and wherein Nre/ is the number of residues in one of the 
sequences. 
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27. (New) A primer or probe which spe^^ic^ly hybridizes, under conditions of high stringency, 
to the nucleic acid moleculcSf claim 1 . 



^ ^^(New) An isolated nucleic acid molecule consisting of OW-216 (SEQ ED NO: 3). 

^ ^^(New) An isolated nucleic acid molecule consisting of OW-221 (SEQ ID NO: 6). 

30. (New) An isolated nucleicapid-^olecule consisting essentially of OW-216 (SEQ ID NO: 3), 
which specifically hybridjz^o the nucleotide sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID NO: 1 ). 

\ (// 3 1 . (New) An isoWfed nucleic acid molecule consisting essentially of O W-22 1 (SEQ ID NO : 6), 
which specifi(3dly hybridizes to the nucleotide sequence set forth in Figure 1 (SEQ ID NO: 1). 



32. (New) A method for detSciin§^an^d^M}icans in a sample comprismg detecting the 
presencp-thefemof a nucleic^apdlnl^cule of claims 1, 24, 25, or 26. 

33. (New) A method for detecting Candida albicans in a sample consisting of detecting the 
' presence the^inof a nucleic acid molecxile of claims 1 , 24, 25, or 26. 

A vector comprising the nucleic acid molecule of claim 1 , 24, 2f, or 26. 

35. (New) A vector consisting of the nucleic acid molecule o^^im 1, 24, 25, or 26. 

36. (New) A method for preparing CaEssl comprmn^ransforming a vector to contain the 
isolated nucleic acid molecule of claims 1, 24^x2^ or 26 and obtaining expression thereof. 

37. (New) A method for preparing CeflBsjl^onsisting of transforming a vector to contain the 
isolated nucleic acid molecule ofclaims 1, 24, 25, or 26 and obtaining expression thereof 

38. (New) The metho^-'^f^laim 34 wherein the vector is a yeast. 

39. (New) A mmod for obtaining an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding CaEssl consisting 
performing a*^olymerase chain reaction on a sample suspected to contain CaESSl using primers 
or,probes^hich specifically hybridize thereto. 
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